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Term Dates 
2017-2018 

 

 
 

Term 2 
Mon 30 Oct ‘17 
to   
Wed 20 Dec ‘17 
 
Term 3 
TTD 
Fri 5 Jan ‘17 
Mon 8 Jan ‘17 
to  
Fri 9 Feb ‘17 
 

 

Term 4 
Mon 19 Feb ‘17 
to 
23 March ‘17 
 
Term 5 
Mon 9 April ‘17 
to 
Fri 25 May ‘17 
 
Term 6 
TTD 
Mon 4 June ‘17 
Tue 5 June ‘17 
to 
Fri 20 July ‘17 
TTD 
Mon 23 July ‘17 
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Year 6 Visit to Holdenby House 

On Thursday 30th November, Year 6 embarked on a spectacular journey to         
Holdenby House in the Northamptonshire countryside. We were ‘evacuated’ there 
because the trip linked to our History and English topic about WW2. Everyone     
arrived in school early dressed and ready to be ‘evacuated’. Nearly everyone had 
evacuee costumes because if we were going to go on a trip about being an evacuee 
at the time why wouldn’t you dress up as one? We each had a gas mask box and an 
identity card, to make us look like authentic evacuees.  

As soon as we got there, we saw volunteers, that were dressed up as WW2       
characters.  An old man, who dressed up as a soldier, led us down a cellar to a   
shelter space with about 11 chairs each side and we had to mangle ourselves      
together and people nearly fell off the edge! He taught us how to be safe if there 
was an air raid and showed us a propaganda poster, which informed us that if you 
talk about the war in a busy or public area, anybody could be listening- even       
German spies. After we left the cellar, we went into a room with a single table and 
a lot of equipment that was used in WW2. The soldier separated us into two groups 
the Spitfires and the Lancasters. We had to see which group could get under the  
table the fastest, the Lancasters won. We were shown different types of bombs, gas 
masks and different soldier hats, which were quite interesting to look at and touch.  

We then met another instructor, who told us about rationing and showed us the 
foods that were rationed at the time. We then separated into four groups. One cut 
up cabbage leaves and another group made Christmas decorations out of salt 
dough, rolling out dough and painting them with food colouring. The other two 
groups cut up vegetables such as carrots, leeks, swede and coriander and made 
vegetable pies. After this, we were guided to another room, where we met Mrs O 
who told us about how they rationed clothes in WW2. 

We finished the trip with a display of WW2 songs and a dance performance from 
the other school. It was a really great trip and we learnt so much about the      
struggles of WW2 and how people had to ‘make do and mend’.                                                                              

                                                                                             Written by Ali and Roxana (6KR)  



 

Head of School’s Message 

Dear Parents 

At the end of a long but very busy and successful term, I would like to thank all 
the children for their hard work and achievements so far. I would also like to 
thank all the staff for their dedication and hard work as well as parents and 
carers for their continued support of Greenleys Junior School and its pupils. 

Christmas Fayre  

I am pleased to announce that the Christmas Fayre raised just over £1000 for 
school funds. In addition to this, a further £201 was taken by the chocolate stall and has been               
divided between our four charities. We still have four raffle prizes including one of the hampers to 
be claimed. The unclaimed tickets are: Blue 160, Blue 215, Green 288 and Green 336.  

Parental Questionnaires  

A big thank you to all of you who filled in a questionnaire at Parents Evening. We are delighted that 
so many of you are happy with our school. The information you provide is analysed and on page 4 
you can see the results for yourself. Points raised on the questionnaires are always followed up, 
however we always encourage you to contact the school with any concerns you have to enable us to 
resolve these as quickly as possible. 

 School Closures 

I would like to express my regret for having to close the school on Monday 11th December. It was not 
a decision that was made lightly. In the unlikely event of the school having to close again, please sign 
up to the Milton Keynes school closure SMS/email alert service. Instructions for doing this can be 
found on the MK school closure page on the MK Council website. 

Communication 

 I believe whole heartedly that good relationships and communication between teachers, staff,     
children and parents/ carers are fundamental to the success of our school. With this in mind, this will 
be the last termly newsletter. In future we will be publishing a shorter bi-weekly bulletin which will    
contain reports of events that have happened and news of up and coming important dates.  With 
the introduction of this bulletin and parent mail in January, along with the school app and new      
improved website, I am hoping that communication between school and parents/carers will become 
even more efficient. Paper copies of the GJS bulletin/letters will still always be available for those of 
you who do not have smart phones or internet access. 

I hope you and your family have an enjoyable and restful festive break and a happy new year. We 
look forward to seeing the children refreshed and ready to learn on Monday 8th January. Breakfast 
Club will be open from 8.00am as usual.                                                                                        Miss Coles 

Greenleys Junior School App 

Download the free app to get school information straight to your smartphone! 

Our school App works on iPhone, Android and Windows phone platforms. It is free 
to download and is an invaluable source of instant information from the school. We 
have found this to be particularly helpful to parents who do not speak English as a 
first language as the app is available in 11 languages. (Once the App is downloaded, 
click on more at the bottom of the main page, then settings and then language). 

For iPad, please search Greenleys Junior School under iPhone applications.  

 



Year 4—Caldecotte Xperience  

In November, 28 year 4 children had a very exciting opportunity to visit Caldecotte for a one night 
residential. During their stay, the children took part in canoeing, climbing, caving and archery, 
where they needed to work as a team and try out some really interesting but new things! It was 
great to see all of the children give the activities a go – even though some of them were really 
nervous and didn’t want to try at first. We were also lucky in that we had two birthdays to           
celebrate while we were away, which meant that we could have a little celebration and some cake, 
which obviously went down very well! Even though they were extremely excited (and were awake 
very much after their normal bedtimes because of this!), the children were all very well behaved 
and showed great perseverance, bravery, courage and respect for teachers and the instructors at 
Caldecotte. It was a pleasure to take them and we hope that they had an experience to remember. 

                                                                                                                                                           Miss Bowley  

 



 

 

 
165 Responses Submitted - results as percentages (might not total 100 due to rounding)  

 

Parents View Taken November 2017 
Strongly     

agree 
Agree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

 

 

1     My child is happy at this school 89 10 1 0  

 

2     My child feels safe at this school 88 12 0 0  

 

3     
My child makes good progress at 
this school 85 14 1 0  

 

4     
My child is well looked after at 
this school 92 8 0 0  

 

5     
My child is taught well at this 
school 92 8 0 0  

 

6     
My child receives appropriate 
homework for their age 78 22 1 0  

 

7     
This school ensures the pupils are 
well behaved 82 18 0 0  

 

8     
This school deals effectively with 
bullying 75 23 2 0  

 

9     
This school is well led and man-
aged 88 12 0 0  

 

10   
This school responds well to any 
concerns I raise 88 12 0 0  

 

11   
I receive valuable information 
from the school about my child's 
progress 

86 13 1 0  

 

12   
I would recommend this school 
to another parent 90 10 0 0  

        



 

 

 

A big thank you to everyone who has helped with our fund raising efforts since we came back to 
school in September. Here’s just a sample of how you have helped us; 

For Macmillan Care we raised £112.00 from a Coffee and Cake Afternoon. 

For Children in Need different activities during the day raised £ 96.00 

For our charities, a non uniform day at the end of Term 1 raised £44.00 for each one and the choco-
late tombola stall at the Christmas Fayre raised a total of £201 to be split between them. 

The Christmas Fayre itself raised approximately £1000 for school funds. This money will be used to 
purchase extra items for the school that we just wouldn't be able to purchase from our school 
budget. 

So thank you for all your support, we really appreciate it and the children love getting involved in all 
the different activities. 

 

 

Reading Award Winners 

Congratulations to our first ever set of reading bronze award winners this year. These children have 
collected 20 Book Points, or more, since September. They have not only read, but have also thought 
of lots of different ways to show their love of reading. They are all working very hard to hopefully 
have a chance to earn our top reading prizes at the end of the school year (Waterstones book   
vouchers and one ticket per class to see Matilda at the Milton Keynes theatre in June). Please en-
courage your children to collect as many Book Points as they can. Well done to all our bronze award 
winners this term – keep up the hard work!                                                         Mr Drewe 
 

Christmas Dinner 

 

The staff and children said a huge thank you 
to the catering staff last Friday when they 
produced a wonderful feast for not only our 
school but the First School too. In the    
photograph you can see the feast ready to 
be served and part of the catering team. 
Mrs Jago was just helping to serve on the 
day, she hasn't changed careers just yet! 



 

Year 6’s Amazing Christmas Cracked Trip  

On Thursday 7th December, Year 6 went to the New Life Church to partake in Milton Keynes   
Bridgebuilder Trust’s Christmas Cracked. We walked to the church at Mr Dunkley’s very brisk pace; 
it wasn’t that far from school. When we arrived, it looked like a massive apartment building! As we 
entered and approached the leviathan hall, we sat on the rows of chairs and stared up at the        
nativity display on the stage. Steve and Sonya - the Bridgebuilder leaders – introduced themselves. 
After that we played a “go fetch the picture game” and Sonya and Steve asked a question and we 
had to run around the hall and find the picture. It was girls against boys. It was a draw so we did 
rock, paper, scissors and the girls won! 

While one class were making their mince pies with Sonya, the other class played charades with    
Steve- Christmas song edition. When making our mince pies, Mr D and Sonya both had extremely 
weird brains and said it was easy but actually it was pretty hard to bake! 

Rushing around frantically, we were set a challenge to try and find the answers to questions relating 
to the Christmas story. After that we had a break and a refreshing drink of orange squash.   

Soon ‘Mr Shepherd’ came through and spoke about his thrilling journey to see the new king. Crack 
the code was next and we had to rush as fast as we could to finish but obviously making no          
mistakes! Whilst our mince pies were cooling, we were given a comic strip book about the       
Christmas story. 

Soon it was time to leave; it seemed a lot quicker than on the way there. When we arrived back at 
school, we sat down in the classroom and talked about our trip and Christmas in other countries. 
Christmas Cracked was really fun and we hope we go there again. Year 6 would like to thank the 
Bridgebuilder team and we are looking forward to Easter Cracked.  

                                                                                                       Written by Raee’sah (6KR) and Kayla (6PD)   

 



Greenleys Junior School Charities  
Each year group has now chosen their charity to support for the school year and you can see below  

The amount raised so far this year includes a non uniform day and money received from the choco-
late tombola stall. 

Year 3 - Local Charity - Harry’s Rainbow 
Harry’s Rainbow is a charity committed to supporting bereaved children 
and their families in the Milton Keynes and surrounding areas.  

 

Their website can be found at harrysrainbow.co.uk  

Year 4 - Regional Charity - Keech Hospice Care 
Keech Hospice Care is a charity which supports adults from Luton and 
South Bedfordshire, and children from Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and 
Milton Keynes, who have life-limiting illnesses.  

 

Their website can be found at  www.keech.org.uk 

Year 5 - National Charity - NSPCC 
The NSPCC is a leading children's charity fighting to end child abuse in the 
UK and Channel Islands. They help children who have been abused to  
rebuild their lives, protect those at risk, and find the best ways of          
preventing abuse from ever happening.  

Their website can be found at  www.nspcc.org.uk 

Year 6 - International Charity -  Rainforest Foundation UK 
Rainforest Foundation UK is a charity helping indigenous peoples and 
forest communities around the world gain the land and resource rights 
they deserve, and in the process reduce deforestation activities such as 
illegal logging and palm oil production.   

Their website can be found at www.rainforestfoundationuk.org  

Current 
Total 

 

 £94.00 

Current 
Total 

 

 £94.00 

Current 
Total 

 

 £94.00 

 

Current 
Total  

 

£94.00 

  

Free School Meals  

Milton Keynes Council has launched a system to see if your child qualifies for free school meals.  

Have a look at the site and sign up even if you have applied before and do not think you are eligible. 
Please don’t overlook this, especially as children who were in Reception, Year 1 and 2 were receiving uni-
versal free school meals.  

In doing so you will help us to find out whether we can claim pupil premium for your child. This is addi-
tional funding to spend on resources such as extra staff, books or school trips for eligible children.  

The system is quick and simple to use and can be accessed via a smartphone or hand held device. If you 
qualify, you will receive a reference number that you simply bring in and show us at school to start re-
ceiving meals.  

Please register at https://emsonline.milton-keynes.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE  

If you need any further advice or help in registering, please contact a member of staff in the School Office 
who will be happy to assist you.  



School Term and Holiday Dates - 2017/2018 

We operate a 6 Term model at Greenleys Junior School. Each term is equivalent to an old half term 
(approximately six to eight weeks).  

*Schools must timetable 5 Teacher Training Days each academic year (TTDs). These dates are the 
same as the First School to aid parents/carers with childcare. 

*May Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 2018 Pupils do not attend 

We track pupil attendance very rigorously. Any attendance levels below 96% will be challenged and   
expected to improve. We do not authorise any holiday requests and we will impose fines for any         
unauthorised absence. Please see the Pupil Attendance Policy on our school website – 
www.greenleysjunior.org  

 

 
Term or TTD School Open From Last day of Term 
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TTD 1 & 2 
Friday 1st September 2017 and Monday 4th September 2017 

First and second Teacher Training Days - Pupils do not attend 

Term 1 Tuesday 5th September 2017 Friday 20th October 2017 

END OF TERM 1 HOLIDAY 

Term 2 Monday 30th October 2017 Wednesday 20th December 2017 

END OF TERM 2 HOLIDAY - CHRISTMAS BREAK 
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TTD3 
Friday 5th January 2018 

Third Teacher Training Day - Pupils do not attend 

Term 3 Monday 8th January 2018 Friday 9th February 2018 

END OF TERM 3 HOLIDAY 

Term 4 Monday 19th February 2018 Friday 23rd March 2018 

END OF TERM 4 HOLIDAY - EASTER BREAK 

S

u

m

m

e

r 

Term 5 Monday 9th April 2018 Friday 25th May 2018 

END OF TERM 5 HOLIDAY 

TTD4 
Monday 4th June 2018 

Fourth Teacher Training Day - Pupils do not attend 

Term 6 Tuesday 5th June 2018 Friday 20th July 2018 

TTD5 
Monday 23rd July 2018 

Fifth Teacher Training Day - Pupils do not attend 

http://www.greenleysjunior.org

