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2016-2017 

 

 

 
 

Term 1 
TTD  
Thu 1 Sept ‘16 
Fri 2 Sept ‘16 
Mon  5 Sept  
to   
Fri 21 Oct ‘16 
 
Term 2 
TTD 
Mon 31 Oct ‘16 
Tues 1 Nov ’16  
to   
Fri 16 Dec ‘16 
 
Term 3 
TTD 
Tues 3 Jan ‘17 
Wed 4 Jan ‘17 
to  
Fri 10 Feb ‘17 
 

 

Term 4 
Mon 20 Feb ‘17 
to 
31 March ‘17 
 
Term 5 
Tues 18  April ‘17 
to 
Fri 27 May ‘17 
 
Term 6 
Mon 5 June ‘17 
to 
Fri  21 July ‘17 
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World Book Day at GJS 
This year, as part of the annual celebrations of children’s literature, Greenley’s Junior 
School took part in the global festival that is World Book Day on the 2nd March, 2017.  
The children were invited to attend dressed as their favourite book character.        
Assembly that morning was a riot of characters from fact and fiction, both good and 
evil. The celebration was delivered by Professor Severus Snape and his austere and 
frightening manner was required to keep all the Harry Potters, Hermione Graingers 
and Ron Weasleys in good order! 
We discovered that World Book Day is held in over 100 countries around the world 
and has been going for over eighteen years! Each child received a £1.00 book token 
and they were asked to join libraries and tell others just what brilliant books they had 
read. 
After the assembly finished we then went back to our year groups to take part in a 
plethora of book-themed activities. From dictionary contests to word searches, from 
book art to reading quizzes, the whole day was an extravaganza of literature!  
Children, both young and old, should never forget the huge amount that we learn 

through reading. Books have that fantastic ability to make us smile, without us even 

realising. As Carl Sagan says, “What an astonishing thing a book is. It’s a flat object 

made from a tree with flexible parts on which are imprinted lots of funny dark    

squiggles. But one glance at it and you’re inside the mind of another person, maybe 

somebody dead for thousands of years. Across the millennia, an author is speaking 

clearly and silently inside your head, directly to you. A book is proof that humans are 

capable of working magic.” 

                                                                                                                                  
Mr Dunkley 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Head of School’s Message 

Term four is often the shortest term but, as usual, we’ve managed to cram a     
massive amount of learning and fun into it! It was lovely to see so many children 
dress up for World Book Day (a big thank you to all family members who supported 
the children with their amazing costumes).  I was also very proud to listen to the 
newly-formed choir sing so beautifully at the Radcliffe Schools’ choral festival. They 
were a credit to the school and a number of teachers from the other schools came 
up and complimented the children and Mr Vickers afterwards. 
It is also a stressful time of year for the children in Year 6. As we enter the Easter 
holidays it means their SATs are just around the corner. As a reminder, SATs week begins on Monday 
8th May. Please make sure that all Year 6 children are in school during that week as rules around 
sitting the tests are very tight. We have already held two meetings for parents with children in Year 
6, but if you would like to know more please contact the school office or your child’s class teacher. 
We recommend that children continue to revise over the Easter break to avoid any loss of learning. 
We are still receiving a number of holiday requests to take children out of school in term time. As a 
reminder, this is illegal and we are unable to authorise such requests. If you feel that you have      
exceptional circumstances then please contact the school office for further advice.  
I should also like to inform you that Mrs Whiles, who most of you will know works in the School 
Office, has decided to leave GJS after working with us for over 5 years to begin a new career path. I 
should like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Whiles for all her hard work. I’m sure you will join 
me to wish her the very best of luck as she begins a new chapter in the working life. 
From all of the team here at Greenleys Junior School have a wonderful Easter break. We look        
forward to seeing children return on Tuesday 18th April at 8.00am for breakfast. 

 Miss Coles 

Lunch Meal Price Change 
 

We would like to advise parents and carers that we have had to make the unfortunate decision to 
raise the cost of a school meal. From 1st May 2017 the daily cost of a meal will rise to £2.30.       
However, to encourage the children to have a healthy hot lunch or school packed lunch the weekly 
cost of 5 meals will remain at £10.00. 

Lunch menus will continue to be issued every two weeks and we would be grateful if menus and 
payments could be returned on the Friday the menus are issued. Some children pay on the day they 
wish to have a school meal and this creates extra work for the School Office and makes it difficult for 
our chef to plan the number of meals required. We would therefore be grateful if parents/carers 
could use the menus and return payments on the Friday of preceding week. 

Please read page 4 of the newsletter as we will shortly be launching ParentMail at GJS and payments 
will be available online. 

Easter Holiday 

Just a reminder to everyone that we finish school today, 31st 

March for the Easter holiday. I hope everyone has a restful break 

and look forward to seeing everyone back in school on Tuesday 

18th April. 



The Radcliffe Cluster Choral Festival  

On Thursday 16th March,  12 pupils represented the school at The Radcliffe Cluster Choral Festival. 
The School Choir, which has pupils from all four year groups, has been working hard after school 
each Monday to practise our songs. The festival was very well attended, with choirs from most     
(if not all) of the local First and Junior schools packed into the hall at St. Mary & St. Giles Junior 
School. It was a full afternoon, with the performances by each of the school choirs interspersed 
with rounds and singing games. Greenleys Junior was one of the last schools to perform, but our 
rousing rendition of When a Knight won his Spurs was definitely worth the wait. Everyone in the 
school choir worked very hard, sang with enthusiasm, represented the school admirably and, most 
importantly, had great fun!                                                                                                

Mr Vickers 

 

 

 

 

 

Free School Meals 
 

Milton Keynes Council has launched a system to see if your child qualifies for free school meals. 

Have a look at the site and sign up even if you have applied before and do not think you are       
eligible. Please don’t overlook this, especially as children who were in Reception, Year 1 and 2 
were receiving universal free school meals. 

In doing so you will help us to find out whether we can claim pupil premium for your child. This is 
additional funding to spend on resources such as extra staff, books or school trips for eligible      
children.  

The system is quick and simple to use and can be accessed via a smartphone or hand held device. 
If you qualify, you will receive a reference number that you simply bring in and show us at school 
to start receiving meals.  

Please register at https://emsonline.milton-keynes.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE 

If you need any further advice or help in registering, please contact a member of staff in the School 
Office who will be happy to assist you. 

 

Greenleys Junior School App 
Download the free app to get school information straight to your smartphone! 

Our school App works on iPhone, Android and Windows phone platforms. It is free to      
download and is an invaluable source of instant information from the school. We have found 
this to be particularly helpful to parents who do not speak English as a first    language as the 
app is available in 11 languages. (Once the App is downloaded, click on more at the bottom of 
the main page, then settings and then language). 

For iPad, please search Greenleys Junior School under iPhone applications.  

https://emsonline.milton-keynes.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE


 

Pancake Day at GJS 
On 28th February, Year 5 celebrated Pancake Day with our very own 
Pancake race! Firstly, we learnt about what ‘Shrove Tuesday’ means 
and linked this to R.E, learning why Christians celebrate Pancake Day. 
We discussed how Pancake Day relates to Lent too and then learnt 
about the first ever pancake race just up the road from us in Olney. We 
thought it would be great fun to have our own pancake race and, of 
course, make our own sugary pancakes to eat too! All children had a 
great afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

We will soon be launching ParentMail at GJS. It will enable us to communicate with you more       
efficiently and allow you to make online payments for school lunches and trips etc. via your 
smartphone, tablets or computer. Once we receive as many of your email addresses as possible we 
will be able to launch the service. You will then be sent an email inviting you to register for      
ParentMail and once you have done this you will be able to use the service; we will be able to send 
you texts, messages, communications, menus, newsletters etc. and you will be able to use the      
payment service.  

Payments made electronically are transferred directly to the school bank account, it is all very easy, 
safe and secure. ParentMail doesn’t store credit or debit card details and works in the same way as 
other large retailers who accept online payments. 

If you have an Android or Apple smartphone, ParentMail recommends you download the free   
ParentMail App so that you can make easy, online payments on the go. To do this, simply search for 
“ParentMail” in your App store. 

If you do not wish to make online payments, you can of course, continue to make cash or cheque 
payments at the School Office but please still register for ParentMail as it will ensure you always   
receive correspondence from us. 

We recently sent letters home asking for email addresses in preparation for the launch and thank 
you to those of you who have already returned the information to us. For those who still need to, 
please return as soon as possible. We will have forms available at the Parent Consultation evenings 
to catch anyone who needs to complete their details. 

If you have any queries about the new service, please contact the School Office for further             
information. 



 

Springtime Arrives at GJS 

Spring has definitely arrived here at school and it is lovely to see lots of daffodils around the school 
grounds. These bulbs were planted by children who took part in Eco Club in the Autumn term. Well 
done to you all and you should be really proud of the results of your labour. 

  A Big Thank You To PSI 

We have been very fortunate to receive a huge donation of £1000 

from a company called PSI to buy books for the school. PSI are an 

educational software company and we are delighted they have 

made such a contribution for all our pupils to benefit from.  

Bikeability 
Some children from Years 5 and 6 recently took part in a course, run over 2 days, to ensure they 
are able to ride their bikes confidently on roads and on the Redways in Milton Keynes. Despite the 
weather, they had lots of fun. Thank you to the instructors, Chris and Richard, for their excellent   
tuition. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milton Keynes Primary Schools 10K Championship 

 

We are all training hard together for the Milton Keynes Primary Schools 
10K Championship to be held at the Silverstone circuit. We are delighted 
that the staff are going to be joined by some parents who have also 
signed up to do the run. We are trying to raise as much money as we 
can to purchase new books for our school. If you would like to make a 
donation to support the team, please see the link  below or via the 
school’s website. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/greenleysjuniorschool?

utm_id=2&utm_term=YaY2qBXV5 

It’s not too late, if you would like to sign up to do the run contact the school office for further        

information. 

Year 4 Trip to Woburn Safari Park 

 
Due to our topic, Life in the Freezer, Year 4 were able to visit Woburn Safari Park to learn lots more 
about Antarctica’s most famous animal, the penguin. The children took part in a classroom activity 
where even the lady leading the session commented on how much the children already knew about 
penguins! After this, they were very lucky to be able to see the penguins being fed and then took 
part in a sea lion show where they learnt lots about the differences between sea lions and seals. 
The Year 4 staff would like to take this opportunity to say a huge well done and thank you to the 
children who were so cooperative and well behaved, even during the journey home! 

Miss Bowley 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/greenleysjuniorschool?utm_id=2&utm_term=YaY2qBXV5
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/greenleysjuniorschool?utm_id=2&utm_term=YaY2qBXV5


Charities Pupil Working Party 
 

Below you will see the four charities that each year group has chosen to support this year and how 
much has been raised so far. As Term 4 draws to a close we have added the donations from the end 
of term 3’s non uniform day and from World Book Day at the beginning of March. We are holding 
another non uniform day today so those totals will be added for next time. Thank you for all your 
contributions so far. 

Year 3 - Local Charity - VICTA 
VICTA supports children and young people who are blind or partially sighted and 
their families across the UK. VICTA was founded in 1987 by a group of parents 
who came together to support each other with the day-to-day issues of looking 
after a visually impaired child.  

Their website can be found at www.VICTA.org.uk 

Year 4 - Regional Charity - The Food Bank 
The MK Food Bank helps those in crisis in Milton Keynes. Hunger is not just a 
third world problem. Even in our prosperous new city of Milton Keynes, there 
are many people living on the edge of poverty. 

Their website can be found at  mkfoodbank.org.uk 

Year 5 - National Charity - NSPCC 
The NSPCC are a leading children's charity fighting to end child abuse in the UK 
and Channel Islands. They help children who have been abused to rebuild their 
lives, protect those at risk, and find the best ways of preventing abuse from ever  

happening. Their website can be found at  www.nspcc.org.uk 

Year 6 - International Charity -  

International Animal Rescue 
At International Animal Rescue they do exactly what the name says – they save 
animals from suffering around the world. Wherever possible they return        
rescued animals to their natural environment but they also provide a permanent 
home for animals that can no longer survive in the wild.  

Their website can be found at www.interationalanimalrescue.org 

Current 
Total 

 

 £228.00 

Current 
Total 

 

 £228.00 

Current 
Total 

 

 £228.00 

 

Current 
Total  

 

£228.00 

E-Safety Guidance for Greenleys Junior School Parents 
It is important to regularly discuss e-safety issues with your children and to keep informed of the 
challenges young children face when using ever-evolving and sophisticated technology. 
The internet offers our children a wealth of fantastic opportunities to learn, communicate, socialise, 
have fun and create. Yet, it can be a difficult place which children struggle to negotiate and make 
sense of. 
To find out more please log onto the NSPCC site for parents for a range of resources 
and information using the links below: 

nspcc.org.uk/shareware 

net-aware.org.uk 
 



(TTD4 in middle of 
term 6) 

School Term and Holiday Dates - 2016/2017 

We operate a 6 Term model at Greenleys Junior School. Each term is equivalent to an old half term 
(approximately six to eight weeks).  

*Schools must timetable 5 Teacher Training Days each academic year (TTDs). These dates are the 
same as the First School to aid parents/carers with childcare. 

*May Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 2017 Pupils do not attend 

We track pupil attendance very rigorously. Any attendance levels below 96% will be challenged and   
expected to improve. We do not authorise any holiday requests and we will impose fines for any         
unauthorised absence. Please see the Pupil Attendance Policy on our school website – 
www.greenleysjunior.org  

 

 Term School Open From Last day of Term 
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TTD1 & TTD2 
Thursday 1st & Friday 2nd September 2016 

First & Second Teacher Training Day - Pupils do not attend 

Term 1 
Monday 5th September 

2016 

Friday 21st October 

2016 

END OF TERM 1 HOLIDAY – 1 week and 1 day 

TTD3 
Monday 31st October 2016 

Third Teacher Training Day - Pupils do not attend 

Term 2 
Tuesday 1st  November 

2016 

Friday 16th December 

2016 

END OF TERM 2 HOLIDAY - CHRISTMAS BREAK 
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TTD4 
Tuesday 3rd  January 2017 

Fourth Teacher Training Day - Pupils do not attend 

Term 3 

Wednesday 4th January 

2017 

Friday 10th February 

2017 

END OF TERM 3 HOLIDAY – 1 week 

Term 4 
Monday 20th February 

2017 

Friday 31st  March 

2017 

END OF TERM 4 HOLIDAY - EASTER BREAK 

S

u

m
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e
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Term 5 

Tuesday 18th April 

2017 

Friday 26th May 

2017 

END OF TERM 5 HOLIDAY – 1 week 

Term 6 

Monday 5th June 

2017 

Friday 21st July 

2017  

 

http://www.greenleysjunior.org


Term Dates 2017-2018 
 

Term or TTD School Open From Last day of Term 
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TTD 1 & 2 
Friday 1st September 2017 and Monday 4th September 2017 

First and second Teacher Training Days - Pupils do not attend 

Term 1 Tuesday 5th September 2017 Friday 20th October 2017 

END OF TERM 1 HOLIDAY 

Term 2 Monday 30th October 2017 Wednesday 20th December 2017 

END OF TERM 2 HOLIDAY - CHRISTMAS BREAK 
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TTD3 
Friday 5th January 2018 

Third Teacher Training Day - Pupils do not attend 

Term 3 Monday 8th January 2018 Friday 9th February 2018 

END OF TERM 3 HOLIDAY 

Term 4 Monday 19th February 2018 Friday 23rd March 2018 

END OF TERM 4 HOLIDAY - EASTER BREAK 

S
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Term 5 Monday 9th April 2018 Friday 25th May 2018 

END OF TERM 5 HOLIDAY 

TTD4 
Monday 4th June 2018 

Fourth Teacher Training Day - Pupils do not attend 

Term 6 Tuesday 5th June 2018 Friday 20th July 2018 

TTD5 
Monday 23rd July 2018 

Fifth Teacher Training Day - Pupils do not attend 


