
 
 
 

 
 

Learning in Year 6 

 

 

 

 
LEARNING for LIFE 

 
Autumn Term 2018 

Terms 1 and 2 
 
 
 

 
 
English 

The term will begin with an author study of Michelle Magorian and her 
delightful book, ‘Goodnight Mr. Tom’. The tale of 
a young evacuee, William Beech, and his struggle 
of adapting to country life and living with a new 
family. This incredible story links beautifully into 
our topic and gives a real insight into what it was 
like to be evacuated. 

 
In Term 2 we will be using the book ‘Thornhill’ by Pam Smy 
as inspiration for writing our own horror themed narrative. 
We will look at how the illustrations help to create 
atmosphere and explore a range of language techniques to 
create tension and build suspense.   
  
The children will regularly be bringing home a reading book so they can 
read for a short time each evening. The target is for your child to read 
three times a week, preferably with an adult; we would be grateful if you 
could initial their reading record and note any difficulties. The new 
reading records also have lots of other useful pages in them to help 
children with their learning at home.  
 
Maths 
The first part of the term will focus on place 
value and consolidation of the four number 
operations and solving word problems. We will then 
move on to cover a variety of maths topics, such as decimals, geometry 
and statistics.  
 
Some parts of the lessons will take place on the laptops, working on 
programs based on number work and improving the children’s quick 
recall of tables. Any work you can do to help with this at home would be 
beneficial. The children can also access the programs we use in school at 
home and passwords have been provided to each pupil.    
 

 
 
 
 

 

  



                                              
 Science 
This term we will be covering biology topics. We 
will start by studying about ‘Classification’ 
before moving on to ‘Evolution’ after the 
October break.  

Science will be cross-curricular and will involve elements of English and 
Maths too! 
 
Computing  
We will be learning about internet safety and 
computer programming. Based on a new 
programming language, the children will be creating 
their own program in response to challenges set by 
their teacher! 
 
 
Religious Education and Personal, Social and Health Education 

In religious education this term the children will be 
learning about Hinduism. The children will exploring 
stories in Hinduism and their significance to Hindus. In 
Term 2, we will investigating the significance of a 
church to Christians.  
 

The theme for our personal, social and health lessons 
will be ‘New Beginnings’ and we will be covering 
bullying too, with anti-bullying week being in 
November 2018. 
 
Design Technology 
In design technology this term we will be 
making shelters out of recyclable materials 
(linked to our World War II history topic). 
The children will learn to investigate a 
variety of shelters, their purpose and 
design features.  They will then design and 
make their own shelter.  
 

 
 

  
 Humanities 
This term Year 6 will be studying a topic about the Home Front in 
World War II. From the plight of the evacuees to how the 
population protected itself in the face of bombing raids. We will 
look into what it was like to be involved in a World War – even if 
you weren’t fighting on the front line. There will also be lots of 

cross-curricular links to English, Art, Music and DT.  
 
Physical Education 
This term both classes will be preparing for the annual cross 
country competition and will be playing invasion and team 
games. We would be grateful if you could ensure that your 
child has his/her PE kits in school from Monday to Friday 
including warmer clothing when the weather changes.  
 

German 
The children will continue to build their own vocabulary and language 
bank around the theme ‘All about me’ in which the children will learn 
to exchange greetings and begin to build their confidence speaking in a 

foreign language.   
 
Homework  
This year we will be continuing with the new homework structure introduced last 
term. The pupils will get a homework ‘learning log menu’ at the start of each term, 
from which they can choose their weekly homework. Each week Year 6 children 
will: 
Complete one of the tasks from the menu each week. Which activity they choose is 
entirely their choice. They should also practise the designated maths element as 
stated on the learning log. The children are still required to read a minimum of 3 
times to an adult and learn their weekly spellings. Homework will be given out on a 
Thursday and will be due in the following Tuesday.  
 

Helping Your Child At Home 
If your wish please make an appointment with your child’s class teacher to talk 
through ways in which you can support your child at home.  Staff are available 
at the end of each day for 10 – 15 minutes to talk through items with parents. 
 

 


